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The Painting with Dust: 
My first book

The Painting with Dust and The Diamond of the Chess Player
are my two first detective novels. This story is set in fin-de-
siecle Paris, depicting the life of Professor Eilfort, an elegant
dandy and professor of botany, who is also a private detective,
accompanied by his right hand Peter Pratfield, an Englishman.
It also tells the life of the city of lights at the time, and describes
the horses, carriages, first electric lamps, clothing, and of
course, the upper classes. For this book I have researched
much of the historical events at the time, from the Franco-
Prussian war of 1871 that left Paris and all of France ashamed
for having lost Alsace-Lorraine to the colonisation of Africa and
the famous tower by Gustave Eiffel, constructed in honor of the
Universal Exhibition. During this time, the capital of France was
becoming popular all around the globe with its famous shops,
department stores and the latest Parisian fashions. In my
illustrations I wanted to reflect Paris during its Golden Age and
the peculiar characters of my novel that inhabit it.

To read the whole book press here




